This island has all of the beauty,
but none of the tourist crowds

Kalaupapa: This mosaic memorial
honors Father Darnien, who minis-
tered to those afflicted with leprosy.

By Gene Sloan
USA TODAY

MOLOKAI, Hawaii — Mandy Pe-
dersen, 29, of Salt Lake City, tallies
the number of tourists spread across
Kepuhi Beach, a near-perfect cres-
cent of cinnamon-colored sand.

Framed by rugged red cliffs, Kepu-
hi is a popular beach on Molokai, one

of the smal;esfi of !{ng
Hawaiian Isiands.

gg!e_l_' toda isomleJ 05 its busi-
er days. Pederson’s

2@!! count, including her-
self: four.

“It's sort of amazing how empty
this island is,” she says, standing near
water’s edge in a tank top and flip-
flops as waves rumble ashore. Even
Kaluakoi Villas, the condominium
complex that's her home for the
week, appears almost abandoned.
“Its just as pretty as the other is-
lands, but it has none of the crowds.”

Indeed, 38-mile-long Molokai is
not your typical tourism-dommated
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Hawaiign island. Unlike its neigh-
bors, which are embracing the
masses s a ticket to prosperity, Mo-
lokai is fighting to limit growth. Over
the past two years, islanders beat
back the cruise industry, which
wanted to make Molokai a day stop
for 2,000 passenger ships. And now
fesidents are tackling a new threat: a
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rubbornly resisting development: Visitors can go by mule to Kalaupapa. Aride downa clifi-hugging trail to the fush peninsula draws abouta dozen people a

plan ta develop the island’s sunny
waestern shore.

“We never, never want the masses
to come here,” says Walter Ritte, 59,
a restorer of ancient fish ponds who
has led efforts to preserve the
sparsely populated island’s rural
character, *“Mass tourism has the po-
tential to destroy everything that we
hold dear.”

Ritte is chatting over a scoop of
macadamia-nut ice cream at Ka-
muelas Cookhouse, a no-frills, six-
table diner that is about as fancy as
eateries get on this largely undevel-
oped island. Nestled between Maui
and Qahu, two of the most-visited
beach destinations in the world, Mc-
lokai has none of the polish of its sis-
ters; no manicured resorts with
$500-a-night rooms, no flashy res-
taurants serving Asian fusion cuisine.
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